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Background 
This document gives a summary of recent activities of the HOLAS II project, focusing on the development of 
assessment methodology and indicators, and on the data arrangements to prepare for the first version of 
the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment that will be produced by mid-2017. 

The assessment methodologies to be used in HOLAS II will submitted for consideration to HOD 51-2016 in 
December 2016.  

Action requested 
The meeting is request to: 

- take note of the information, 
- take note of the planned approval of assessment methodologies for use in HOLAS II at HOD in 

December 2016, 
- consider and support in general the continuation of the economic and social analysis in HOLAS II 

beyond lifetime of TAPAS project so that the developing framework can be further applied within 
HOLAS II in 2017 and in 2018.   
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Timeline and upcoming activities in the HOLAS II project 
HOLAS II project will provide an update on the overall state of ecosystem health in the Baltic Sea and produce 
the 2nd HELCOM Holistic assessment. The assessment will follow up on the goals of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, 
and will be developed so that the results will support reporting under the EU Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive (MSFD) by those Contracting Parties to the Helsinki Convention that are also EU member states.  

The main components of the planned assessment report are: 

− Introduction; including policy background and an overview of key characteristics of the Baltic Sea 
− Assessment of ecosystem health; by thematic areas (descriptors), based on core indicators 
− Human activities and pressures acting on the marine environment; including the Baltic Sea pressure 

and impact indices, trends in key pressures, and socioeconomic importance 
− Impacts on ecosystem services (to be developed further) 
− Sufficiency of measures (to be developed further) 

The project is proceeding according to plan. The fifth meeting of HOLAS II Core team was held 26-28 April, 
2016 and focused on following up on the work to develop tools and method for use in the assessment, as 
well as on the collation of data and indicator development.  

Time-table for the production of the 2nd HELCOM Holistic assessment 
A first version of the assessment report will be prepared by mid-2017 and updated by mid-2018. In the 
updated version of the report the assessment of state of the environment will as far as possible be based on 
data from the period 2011-2016 while assessment of trends will use as long data series as possible. 

Remaining key task for the development and endorsement of the 2nd HELCOM holistic assessment is outlined 
in Table 1 and in the following sections. Key decision steps in 2016 for implementation of the assessment 
report are: 

- adoption of indicators to be used in the assessment by HOD in December 2016, 
- approval of assessment methodologies by HOD in December 2016, and 
- decide how to make possible the continuation of the economic and social analysis in 2017 and 

finalization in 2018. 
 
Table 1. Timeline overview of the HOLAS II project.         
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Indicator development- Core indicators           

Adoption of indicators to be used in HOLAS II by 
HOD 50-2016 and HOD 51-2016 
(proceeded by S&C 5-2016, GEAR 14-2016) 

          

Development of data arrangements           

Tool and method development           

Data submission for  first version of HOLAS II           
Approval of  assessment  methods by HOD 51-2016 
(proceeded by S&C 5-2016, GEAR 14-2016)           

Carry out assessments for first version of HOLAS II                      

Evaluation of assessment results and writing of report                     
First assessment results for consideration 
(spring/summer 2017 meetings of S&C and HOD)           

Consultations on first version of HOLAS II           

Updates as needed (e.g. to include 2016 data)           
Evaluation of updated assessment results and writing 
of report                     

Updated assessment results, June 2018 (HOD)                     

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOLAS%20II%205-2016-347/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOLAS%20II%205-2016.pdf
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Data arrangements for HOLAS II 
Data to be included in the first version of the 2nd Holistic assessment should be available to the Secretariat 
and any expert groups responsible for the assessment by end of September 2016, and update of indicator 
evaluations have a deadline by end of 2016. It is anticipated that the first version of the assessment of the 
state of the environment will be based data from the period 2011-2015. In preparation of the updated version 
of assessment report data from 2016 will be included as far as possible.   

Spatial data sets for the assessment of human activities and pressures are being collated by the Secretariat 
based primarily on data that is already available at regional scale via existing expert groups, networks and 
research projects, and is supplemented by national data calls in the remaining cases.  In total 44 data sets on 
human activities and 44 data sets on pressures are considered for inclusion in HOLAS II, taking into account 
the MSDF Annex III. After quality assurance by relevant experts, the data sets will be used in the assessment 
as well as made available at the HELCOM data and map services. 

Indicators for use in HOLAS II 
Indicators planned to be included in the assessment are still under development. For use in HOLAS II 
indicators should be endorsed by STATE & CONSERVATION 5-2016 and adopted by HOD 51-2016 (see also 
separate document on indicators).  

In addition to the core indicators, HOLAS II has also discussed the possibility to include additional indicators, 
to complement the core indicators where needed because of gaps in the available core indicators. HOLAS II 
5-2016 agreed on conditions for inclusion and presentation of any additional indicators. Contracting parties 
have been asked to provide proposals on additional indicators to be included by May 26, 2016, and HOLAS 
II together with experts from the BalticBOOST project will consider the proposals for potential further 
consideration by STATE & CONSERVATION and HOD 51-2016. GEAR 14-2016 (17-18 Nov) may discuss possible 
recommendations on the indicator adoption as appropriate. 

Development and approval of assessment methodology 
A considerable share of the method development to support the assessment, as well as the development of 
data arrangement, are conducted within the HELCOM coordinated EU co-financed project BalticBOOST and 
the TAPAS project. The projects are guided by HELCOM workshops in order to be able to consider national 
expectations and to ensure that the developing methods are aligned with national needs. A first set of 
workshops have been held during spring 2016 while a second set of HELCOM workshops are going to be held 
in early autumn 2016 to evaluate the development of the biodiversity assessment tool (14-15 Sept), the 
hazardous substances assessment tool (13-14 Sept), the Baltic Sea pressure and impact indices (6-7 Sept) as 
well as the Analyses of cost of degradation (8-9 Sept). Method descriptions for the planned assessment, 
including information on data and indicators to be included, will be submitted for endorsement by STATE & 
CONSERVATION 5-2016 and for approval of use in HOLAS II to HOD 51-2016. GEAR 14-2016 (17-18 Nov) may 
discuss possible recommendations on the methods adoption as appropriate. 

The HOLAS II project planning is following closely the planned revision of the Commission Decision on GES 
criteria, in order to where possible adapt to the revised guidance and in other cases potentially clarify 
discrepancies.  

Economic and social analyses 
Social and economic analyses have so far had a limited role in HELCOM, and the HOLAS II project provides a 
good opportunity to develop this work strand further in support of regional integrated ecosystem 
assessments. A network of experts on social and economic analysis has been established for this purpose.  

Due to its relatively recent initiation in the Baltic Sea context, the primary aim of the HOLAS II related social 
and economic work during 2016 is to develop a common framework for analyses at regional scale, which will 
support national work on economic and social analyses and align with corresponding efforts at European and 
possibly global level. The development is taking place within the TAPAS project, which will develop a 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/balticboost
http://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/tapas
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framework for use of marine waters and cost of degradation analyses relevant for the HOLAS II report, and 
exemplify these by case studies. In addition, the work will pave the way forward for economic and social 
analyses of measures.  

By close cooperation with experts in countries around the Baltic Sea, the TAPAS project will support the 
development of a common regional view on how to perform such analyses. First experiences from the 
project, including also its first workshop in May 2016 (HELCOM TAPAS ESA WS 1-2016), show that the regional 
level is considered an important platform for collaboration and mutual learning by Baltic Sea experts in 
economic and social analyses, in particular due to the fact that the available pool of experts is rather limited 
in most countries and that all countries have the same focus, which is the Baltic Sea. 

Results from the economic and social analyses are proposed to be integrated in the HOLAS II report by linking 
the analyses of use of marine waters to the assessment of human activities and pressures acting on the 
marine environment, and by linking the analyses of cost-of-degradation to the assessment of good 
environmental status. However, as the project has a limited budget and time frame, ending in 2016, a plan 
for continuation towards the finalization of HOLAS II is needed.  

Planned output 
The results will be reported in a circa 90 pages printed report and more detailed information on assessment 
methods and presentation of underlying data sets as web products, which are accessible by a dedicated web 
portal. By this approach, the results will target different types of users, from the generalised reader to the 
manager to the expert level. Ways of presenting the results in more detail are developed during 2016.  

The first results are planned to be released by June 2017 and is planned in order to make sure that countries 
will have the possibility to use the results in their national reporting. After this, the assessment will be 
updated as needed with more recent data in order to cover the years 2011-2016, and the final results will be 
released by June 2018. 

In relation to upcoming activities during 2017, the main current focal areas are to plan the work to carry out 
the assessments, to set up routines for quality assurance by relevant experts, and to involve experts on 
communication to ensure a good spread and accessibility of the results in the web products and the printed 
report. 
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